
ASUO Elections Grievance and Complaint Form Addendum

Filed by: Benjamin Ordonez (Students United)

Filing Date: March 11, 2011

Describe the situation and present the facts in the order in which they occurred.  Include names, titles, and describe any affiliation to the 2011 ASUO Elections.


On February 25, 2011, Sinjin Carey and Kaitlyn Lange filed as candidates for ASUO Executive President and Vice President.  They filed as the title of their Campaign Organization: Students United.  


On March 10, 2011, Curtis Haley and Nick Warren filed as ASUO executive Presidential and Vice Presidential  candidates, respectively.  They filed as the title of their Campaign Organization: Students Untied. 


Curtis Haley and Nick Warren had thirteen days between the date Sinjin Carey and Kaitlyn Lange (Students United) officially filed as a Campaign Organization and the time they chose to officially file their own separate and competing Campaign Organization under the deceptive name: Students Untied.  This is a clear and blatant attempt to mislead and obstruct the intent of voters, which is a violation of 2011 ASUO Elections Rules.

Describe any steps that you have taken to resolve the conflict.  Include any official procedures that have been followed.


Sinjin Carey and Kaitlyn Lange (Students United) discussed the Curtis Haley/Nick Warren (Students Untied) situation with Will Price (ASUO Elections Board) and Consuela Perez-Jefferis.  The salient point of these discussions was the Curtis Haley/Nick Warren decision to impede a clean elections process by transposing their already established Campaign Organization entitled Students United into a separate and competing Campaign Organization deceptively entitled Students Untied.  There was no resulting decision and/or a concurrent course of action that was reached or agreed upon that arose from any of these conversations.

Are you aware of any laws, rules, etc. that you believe have been violated?  If so, please list them.  Please refer to University and State laws, if applicable.

Curtis Haley and Nick Warren (Students Untied) are in violation of the following 2011 ASUO Elections Rules:

“1.2 
 Elections and campaigns must be carried out in the best interests of the student body, as determined by the ASUO Elections Board, and in compliance with §13 of the ASUO Constitution.”


Curtis Haley and Nick Warren, by maliciously attempting to deceive and confuse student electors, are not acting in the best interests of the student body. 

“3.3 
All candidates seeking registration with the ASUO Elections Board must also attend the mandatory candidates meetings announced in the ASUO Elections Packet, unless prior arrangements based on urgent or academically related circumstances have been made with the ASUO Elections Coordinator.”


Curtis Haley did not attend the Mandatory Candidate meeting that was held in the EMU 
Gumwood room on March 10, 2011.

“5.6      No campaigning may begin until the first day of spring term.”

   

Both Curtis Haley and Nick Warren have publicly announced their candidacy along with a Campaign slogan on their Facebook pages.  This public Campaign announcement, which was distributed to their combined 1,476 Facebook friends, was posted on the evening of March 10, 2011.  

“6.4.     Egregious campaign violations shall consist of, but are not limited to: submitting votes for other students; tampering with the electronic election system; harassment, intimidation, bribery or fraud with the intent of affecting the outcome of the election; libelous or slanderous statements or conduct; tampering with another campaign’s materials with malicious intent; intentional actions to mislead or obstruct the duties of the Elections Board.

  

6.4.a.  Consequences for egregious violations may include suspension of campaigning, removal from ballot, and removal from office.” [emphasis added]


By merely transposing two concurrent letters in Sinjin Carey and Kaitlyn Lange’s prior established Students United Campaign Organization, Curtis Haley and Nick Warren (Students Untied) are guilty of blatantly and maliciously attempting to mislead and obstruct the intent of legitimate electors.  The attempt of Curtis Haley and Nick Warren to confuse legitimate electors demonstrates a clear intent to fraudulently affect the outcome of the 2011 ASUO election.  The Campaign Organization title “Student United” should certainly be construed as being legitimate Campaign Materials.  The attempt to deceive and confuse voters by posting competing campaign materials with the slogan “Students Untied” is tantamount to tampering with legitimate Students United campaign materials.  At the very least, malicious intent has been established.  Section 13.1 of the ASUO Constitution states that, “The ASUO Elections shall be conducted in a manner consistent with the best interests of the student body. The elections shall be conducted in a fair, orderly and impartial manner[.]”  The above offenses demonstrate a violation of ASUO Constitutional statues as well as ASUO Elections Rules.  

What is your desired outcome of the grievance/complaint?

Because of the egregious and malicious intent demonstrated by the actions of Curtis Haley and Nick Warren (Students Untied), Students United officially requests that Curtis Haley and Nick Warren be removed from the 2011 ASUO Election, and that each of their names, along the the deceptive Campaign Organization entitled Students Untied be removed from all 2011 ASUO Elections materials.
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