OSPIRG Benchmark Memo for 2009-2010

TO: Athletic Contracts Finance Committee

FROM: Oregon Student Public Interest Research Group (OSPIRG) 

DATE: October 30, 2009

RE: Benchmark Memo for 2010-2011

For fiscal year 2010 - 2011, OSPIRG is requesting $117,000, a 0% increase from fiscal year 2008-2009 budget. This is a rate of approximately $1.85 per student/per term (based on a projected student enrollment which will be released next week, at which point we will update the per student amount).  We propose to pool these funds with the $2.75/student/year and $3/student/year funding levels that Southern Oregon University and Lane Community College students respectively approved via referendum, into a total statewide budget of $237,000.  The OSPIRG Student Board of Directors plans to allocate this money towards the following goals, pending feedback from as many UO students as possible:

1. Making Politicians Pay Attention to Young People.  Next fall, Oregon will elect a new Governor and other statewide and local officials.  The voter registration system creates unnecessary barriers to participation, especially for students.  Our staff and students will work to make it easier for students to register and vote by persuading state and federal lawmakers to modernize the registration process.  We will work with county elections officials and the Secretary of State to propose changes in the system, make sure reporters feature the benefits of these changes, and mobilize grassroots student support.  We will also make it easier to register by developing and publicizing an online registration tool.  Finally, we'll join the Student Vote Coalition to mobilize a volunteer registration drive; organize events - such as debates – that highlight issues of consequence in the election; and on Election Day we'll make sure that UO students remember to vote and know where to do it.

2. Stopping Global Warming. Global Warming is the issue of our generation, and we know we have the solutions. We will work with the Office of Sustainability to organize more student involvement on sustainability projects, recruit interns for our Energy Corps – a program where we organize college students to go into their communities and do lightbulb switch-outs, or remodel homes for energy efficiency - and work on statewide and national global warming policy.  At the state level, we will collect thousands of public comments, build a coalition of business leaders, and environmental leaders, and educate our elected officials to make sure we are securing strong carbon caps, energy efficiency, and renewable energy standards.  Nationally, we will join a coordinated campaign of thousands of college students and coalition partners across the country who are organizing events to gather petitions, generate media attention, and bringing their congressmen to campus to talk about what we must do together to solve the climate crisis.

3. A 21st Century Transportation System.  We need more transportation choices to reduce our dependence on unpredictable gas prices and get us around more efficiently.  We need to invest more in public transportation and fixing what we already have rather than building new highways. Our staff and students will work to persuade state and federal lawmakers to invest more funds in public transportation projects, including LTD and a high speed train from Eugene to Seattle.  We will build a coalition of mayors and business leaders from cities across the state, conduct an analysis of the economic benefits of public transit to Oregon, and get local media attention to the benefits of new transit projects.  We will also organize campus forums with faculty and lawmakers like Congressman Defazio and Mayor Piercy to help students understand what a modern transit system could look like.

4. Making Textbooks More Affordable. Textbooks prices are out of control and publishing companies are ripping students off.  OSPIRG will build on our history of exposing the ways publishers game the textbooks market and drawing attention to new, lower cost textbook models.  We will recruit hundreds of faculty to switch to "open textbooks" - online books that can be printed at a low cost to students and cut out the publishing company middle man.  Our staff and students will work with our national coalition of open textbook authors and publishers (such as Flat World Knowledge) to provide UO faculty with top-quality presentations of the best open textbooks on the market, attract more investors to open textbook development projects, demonstrate to faculty the level of student support for lower cost options, and work with the media to feature the faculty who make the switch. 

5. A World Class Health Care System for Oregon. As Oregon steps across the threshold of 2010, our work to achieve quality, affordable health care will enter a new phase. In June, the State Legislature passed a significant health care reform package controlling soaring costs and improving the health of Oregonians. By the end of 2009, President Obama will likely have signed a reform bill into law. Next, we must make sure health reform delivers on its promise.  We will do this by coordinating with our existing alliance of advocates, unions and small businesses to: recruit 300 small business owners from 15 communities across the state to endorse the campaign, mobilize thousands of public comments from students and community members, generate media attention from all 5 Oregon media markets, and provide direct consultation and advice to the Oregon Health Authority staff.  For students on campus, our staff will write a comprehensive consumer's guide to navigating the health care system. 

6. Training the Next Generation of Public Interest Advocates.  Oregon's government and nonprofit world is peppered with leaders who got their start with OSPIRG, and we will continue that tradition with our Internship Program.  Participants earn course credit for leading an OSPIRG project, participating in OSPIRG's Intern Class (which is open for all UO students to attend), and attending other OSPIRG-sponsored conferences (such as PowerShift West) and forums (such as this week's Health Care Forum).  Intern Program participants receive in-depth training on a range of citizenship skills and briefings on a variety of public interest issues from OSPIRG staff and other Oregon leaders.  Recent speakers include OSPIRG Health Care Advocate Laura Etherton, State Representative Phil Barnhart and Oregon Senate Democratic Leadership Fund Director Ben Unger.  In addition, we will involve several hundred student volunteers in at least one civic activity, and revive UO's Non-Profit Career Fair.

We are eager to share more details with you, including specific budget information, and equally eager to hear your ideas and feedback.

Sincerely,

OSPIRG 

Charles Denson, OSPIRG Board Chair

denson@uo.edu
541-868-6882

